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FROM SOUTH CAROLINA FORESTS
In response to increasing demand, estimates of commodity drain are presented in this report by county. Commodity drain may be described as the removal or waste of sound, live, merchantable timber from the forests for commercial or domestic uses. Only materials cut for primary products such as lumber, fuelwood, and veneer are considered. Dead timber, sawmill slabs, and cull trees, which are often reported in production surveys, are excluded.
Users of commodity drain data find them useful in two important ways.
They are of interest as individual statistics which provide information on the type, volume, and source of material being cut for various products. They are also used in making comparisons of the amount of timber growth with the amount of timber cut. Such comparisons are usually made to estimate changes or trends in timber supply.
The statistical data presented in this release were computed from information obtained in recent production surveys and field studies covering the various commodities.
The work was conducted under an experimental plan approved by the Bureau of the Budget. The procedure included several new types of field studies and new methods of computing commodity drain together with the statistical errors involved. The basic data used in computing commodity drain were obtained through complete canvasses of sawmills, pulpmills , and other wood-using plants or producers, and through a one-percent area sample of the state covering the production of fuelwood, fence posts, and miscellaneous farm use. From a sample of 900 farms the fuelwood production per average farm was 17*7 cords, The amount of fuelwood reported consumed per average farm was 17.2 cords. Thus, the average producer consumed 97 percent of his own production. The remaining 3 percent, or about 55 >000 cords, was apparently disposed of commercially or used in churches, schools, and other public buildings.
In the principal tobacco growing counties, the average farm produces about 25 cords of fuelwood.
The production in the remaining counties averages approxima tely 15 ]_/ Southern yellow pine total includes 100,000 board feet of eastern red cedar.
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Reliability of Data
The principal sources of error in surveys of the type used to obtain basic data for this report ares (l) Total county statistics for all items except fuelwood, fence posts, and miscellaneous farm use are of a slightly lower order of reliability. Species data are of still lower reliability. However, these statistics should be sufficiently accurate for general use.
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It is possible for the sampling error of individual county fuelwood production estimates to vary between 35 and 70 percent. This is due to the relatively small number of area segments enumerated in each county. 'When fuelwood production data for as many as ten counties are summarized, the sampling error should not exceed 16 percent. Estimates of individual county drain for fuelwood and fence posts are less accurate than for production. The combined sampling errors for all products indicate that the total state drain estimate probably (chances are 2 out of 3) does not differ from the actual drain by more than +1.9 percent or 756? thousand cubic feet. The estimate of error disregards any reporting error involved.
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